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• What is research, and how to get started

• Positive impacts of research

Goal of this story: Lessons learned



• “Research is creative and systematic work undertaken to 
increase the stock of knowledge” (Wikipedia)

• “Research is ceremony” (Shawn Wilson)

• “Research can be anything, and you’re probably already 
doing it” (Andrew)

What is research?



• Provide rich experiences/support for students
• Enhance curriculum
• Increase institutional capacity
• Guidance for community leaders
• Well-being of residents
• Be a good scientist/scholar

Why do research?



• All the best words start with “R”
• Acknowledge the TCU faculty reality
• Know your policies & resources

• Workload scenarios and abilities: Be humble and know 
your limits

• Approvals, timelines, etc.
• Grant funding sources

• Money makes things possible
• Start small

How to get started?





• The “R words”, again
• Start with what you know
• Student interests
• Community concerns
• Cultural integration
• Your expertise matters, but it’s not all about you

Research topics & relevance









• Student engagement
• Skills, experience, preparation
• Conferences & networking

• Curriculum enhancement
• Links to capstone research
• Enriched courses & learning experiences

• Putting your TCU on the map
• Community benefits

Positive impacts











2023 new USDA grant:

Enhancing research in aquatic ecosystems that provide 
traditional foods and medicines for the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community ($650,000)

Enhanced 
university 
partnership

Funding for new 
KBOCC adjunct & 
researcher

KBOCC math 
faculty as key 
personnel

Funding for TEK specialist



Student 
research

experience

Training

Mentoring

Part-time 
income

Partnerships & 
networks

Conference 
presentations

Computational 
literacy

Creativity & 
flexibility

Confidence 
building



Final thoughts:

• This is what works for me, but can it be replicated?

• Could institutional policy changes have an impact?

• Is it manageable and sustainable?



• My research occurs on the ancestral homeland of the Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community of the historic Lake Superior Band of Chippewa Indians.

• I thank the leadership of KBIC, KBOCC, KBIC-NRD, community members who 
share their knowledge, and all supportive partners.

• Many years of student contributors.

• USDA-NIFA Tribal Colleges Research Grants Program.

• Heidi Normandin and the never-ending support from the American Indian 
College Fund.
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