Google Trends:

See what's trending across Google

Search, Google News and YouTube.

Find stories and terms people are paying
attention to.

Course 1: Training Center Fundamentals

This course teaches skills every journalist
needs for reporting in the digital age. You
will learn a broad range of practical tools
that you can use immediately.
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Lesson Overview

How Trends works.

Google Trends allows you to see the topics people are—or aren't—following, practically in real time.
Journalists can use this information to explore potential story ideas, and can also feature Trends
data within news stories to illustrate a general level of interest in, say, a political candidate, social
issue or event.

The Google Trends homepage (google.com/trends) features clustered topics that Google detects
are related and trending together on either Search, Google News, or YouTube. Trending Stories are
collected based on Google’'s Knowledge Graph technology, which gathers search information from
those three Google platforms to detect when stories are trending based on the relative spike in
volume and the absolute volume of searches.

The Featured insights at the top of the new Google Trends homepage are curated by the Training
Center to highlight additional data patterns or interesting trends.

3 On the homepage.

4 Exploring your topics.

7 Comparing groups of terms.

9 Explore by language.

10 Narrowing or expanding your search by geography and time.
11 More about trends.

For more lessons, visit:

newsinitiative.withgoogle.com/training/course/fundamentals
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https://newsinitiative.withgoogle.com/training/course/fundamentals

Card 1

On the homepage.

The Trends homepage indicates what topics are trending right now, which can be helpful when
choosing a story to write about.

= GoogleTrends | Q  Explore topics

Stoies wendingriow By simply clicking on a topic under “Stories trending now,” you
can access additional data including the most relevant
1 Presidential Election ~——J\ articles, interest over time, interest by region, trending queries,
and related topics.
2 Westcoast Wildfires _/\J
3 Championship Football ‘ y
4 Republican Party ,..,.-—«j
5 Stock Market : )L
6 Interest Rates i )L
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Card 2

Exploring your topics.

In addition to what you see on the homepage, you can explore and gauge interest in virtually
any topic, which can be useful for developing story ideas.

Let’s say you're doing a story on the US presidential election, and want to compare the election
process with that of India’s General elections happening in the same year. Just use the Trends
search bar:

= GoogleTrends ECWNIEETSRETIE] X
India General Election
Search term

Indian general election, 2014

Enter the India General Election in the Google Trends search
s UWELTCE  bar at the top of the homepage. Press Return to see your

Mar 13,2017

Government

Featured insights President of India res u |ts N
Topic
Immigration Flantinn Damminsinpebindicrr i vevnrernS DAY
'..} ~ -

US search interest in Imm\gre’s\mn, 2004-Now Search interest in International Women's Day

Stories trending now

1 Cordarrelle Patterson, Oakland Raiders, Minn... ) 1

= GoogleTrends Explore
i e et T Your results page will feature three data visualizations
(charts).

Worldwide v  Past5years v Allcategories v  Web Search v

Interest over time @

Interest by region @ Region v = i
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GoogleTrends Explore

Interest over time, Regional interest and Related searches.

varriiy
Mar 18,2 Ju127,2014 Dec4,2016

Interest by region @ Region v = i

Related topics @ Rising v

1 Attorney general - Topic Breakout

= GoogleTrends Explore

Related topics @ Rising v

1 Attorney general - Topic Breakout
2 Telangana - State of India Breakout
3 Varanasi - City Breakout
4 National Human Rights Commission of India - Topic Breakout
5 Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission - Government department Breakout
Related queries @ Rising v

1 election results 2014 Breakout
2 general election india 2014 dates Breakout
3 opinion poll 2014 general election india Breakout
4 general election 2014 Breakout

= GoogleTrends Compare

On the results page, you can add topics to compare them

© India General Election US Presidential Election]

Search term . . . .
simultaneously in the charts by clicking the + Compare button,
Wordide = pastSyeas « Al ctgores 1S Presdntal secton or remove a topic by clicking the “x” that appears in its box
Us Presidertial Election 2016 when you hover your cursor over it.

Election contest

Interest over time @ y « S
United States presidential election, 2008

Election contest

United States presidential election, 2012
Competition

Mari82. ) T duz Deca 2016

Interest by region @ Region v =
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= GoogleTrends

© India General Election
Search term

Worldwide v

Past 5 years v

Compare

On the results page, you can add topics to compare them
simultaneously in the charts by clicking the + Compare button,
or remove a topic by clicking the “x” that appears in its box

® US Presidential Election

Search term + Add comparison

All categories v Web Search v

Interest over time @

when you hover your cursor over it.

g -

Average Mar 18,20.

Interest by region @

Feb22,2015

= GoogleTrends

@ India General Election
Search term

Worldwide v

Past 5 years v

Compare

2016]

2016
Search term

Al categories

Interest over time @

Mar 18,2

Interest by region @

US Presidential Election 2016
Election contest

Olympic Games Rio 2016
Olympic games

UEFA Euro 2016
Tournament

Jul27,2014 Dec4,2016

Region v = i

GoogleTrends

® India General Election
Search term

Worldwide v

Past 5 years v

Compare

® 2016

Search term + Add comparison

Allcategories ¥ Web Search v

Interest over time @

Aug 12 - Aug 18 2012

India General Election 0
2016 1

Average  Mar18,20.

Interest by region @

Feb 22,2015

Google News
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Card 3

Comparing groups of terms.

You can compare up to five groups of terms at one time and up to 25 terms in each group.

= GoogleTrends Compare

® election + turnout + pol... ® Barack Obama

Group terms together by using a “+” symbol.

Bernie
Search term 44th U.S. President
Worldwide v  PastSyears v  Allcategories v  WebSearch ~ Bemie
Search term

Bernie Sanders

United States Senat
Search terms match specific words; topics are concepts that match similar{ "0 > ates Senator

Bernie Sanders presidential ci
Election campaign
Interest over time @

Bernie Worrell
Keyboardist
[ | | ek
Average  Mar18,20. Feb 22,2015

Interest by region @

= GoogleTrends Compare

o decion. o Bamck. o Bemes. e milCint This could be useful to compare election candidates, or to
Search ter. 44th U S. United Sta. 42nd US.
look at nominees in an awards show.

Worldwide v Past5years v Allcategories v Web Search v

Search terms match specific words; topics are concepts that match similar terms in any language. Learn more

Interest over time @

J_ J A A

Average Mar 18,20. Feb 22,2015

Interest by region @
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= GoogleTrends Compare

=« 0On the results page, you can add topics to compare them
simultaneously in the charts by clicking the + Compare button,
or remove a topic by clicking the “x” that appears in its box
when you hover your cursor over it.

5 obama call me maybe B

Bernie Sanders

Interest by region @ Region v =

Related queries @ Rising v
2 bernie vs hillary Breakout
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Card 4

Explore by language.

If you enter a search term using non-Latin characters, you'll see data from all countries or
regions that use those characters. For example, if you enter ";#%5”, the Japanese characters for
election, your results will not include much data from the United States.

= GoogleTrends Compare

o m o electon T You can easily compare searches of the same term in
Search term Search term . . . .
different languages. Using the election example, just enter
Wordwide PastSyears +  Allcatogoris ~  Web Sech - search term ;#% in the first search box, then enter “election”

in the + Compare search box.

Interest over time @

Average Mar 18, 20. Feb 22,2015

Interest by region @
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Card 5

Narrowing or expanding your search by geography and time.

On the results page under the search bar, use the “Worldwide” and “2004-present” dropdowns
to refine your exploration further by region and/or time period.

= GoogleTrends Explore

o US Prsidentil Elcton 2016 P On the results page under the search bar, use the “Worldwide”
Election contest P ” . .
and “2004-present” dropdowns to refine your exploration
Wordwide v  PastSyears  cotegores v Web Search further by region and/or time period.

Past hour
Interest over tin

Past 4 hours

Past day

Past 7 days

Past 30 days

Past 90 days

Past 12 months

— A

Mar 18,2 Ju127,2014 Dec4,2016

2004 - present

Custom time range...

Interest by regic Region v = i

~
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Card 6

More about trends.

Information on how to better understand Google Trends data and read its charts can be found in our
Google Trends: Interpreting the Data tutorial.

= GoogleTrends

Home

You can also visit the Trends Help center, accessible from
the menu in the upper left of the homepage.

Explore

Trending Searches
Trending on YouTube
Top Charts

Subscriptions.
Google Correlate

Privacy
Terms

Help Center
Send Feedback

About

Google ~ Q  Search Google Trends Help #H 0
Trends Help

Welcome to the Google Trends Help Center

About Google Trends

The homepage explained

How Trends data is adjusted

Where Trends data comes from

Find more details about a story or topic
Trending Searches explained

Trends Top Charts explained

Troubleshooting

+  Explore Trends

©2017 Google - Privacy Policy - Terms of Service English 2

Goagle News Initiative Google Trends: See what's trending across Google Search, Google News and YouTube. 11

Lesson progress i tive.withgoogle.com/training



Congratulations!

You completed “Google Trends: See what’s trending across Google
Search, Google News and YouTube.”

If you want to learn more tools that will help you research, report and distribute your
stories, go to the Training Center website for the next lesson in the Fundamentals
Course:

Interest over time  Newsheadines | Forecast

Regional interest

Cayman Islands 100 m—

oo
_ v il 95 m—

5 min estimated time

Google Trends: Understanding
the data.

How to interpret Trends results.
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