Google News Initiative

Lesson 9

Google My Maps:

Show where stories happen

Give important context by building
interactive maps.

Course 1: Training Center Fundamentals

This course teaches skills every journalist
needs for reporting in the digital age. You
will learn a broad range of practical tools
that you can use immediately.



Lesson Overview

Tell your story with a map.

Maps are an engaging way to share data and important context with your audience. But if you're on
deadline and new to Maps, it can seem a little daunting. But it's actually pretty easy. Google My
Maps is a free tool that lets you quickly make custom maps that you can embed on your
website—no programming required.

3 What Maps can do for you.

4 Start your map.

5 Visualizing data with your map.

8 Choose the style of your map.

9 Sharing your map with the world.
11 Putting your map on your website.

For more lessons, visit:

newsinitiative.withgoogle.com/training/course/fundamentals
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Card 1

What Maps can do for you.

Whether you'd like to show the location of crimes committed in a specific neighborhood or
map your readers’ favorite bicycling routes, My Maps is a powerful way to show data in
engaging ways.
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Card 2

Start your map.

You can get started at Google.com/mymaps. Or go to Google Drive and click the “New” button
and find the My Maps apps in the menu under “More.” This takes you to the My Maps editor,
where you can start drawing and styling information on top of your map, or import a
spreadsheet to quickly map bigger datasets.

To open the “My Maps” editor, visit google.com/mymaps.
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Card 3

Visualizing data with your map.

Let's say you're writing a story about the World's 20 best cycling cities and you want to visualize
your data in a map.

® ®  [Ivymaps x | [E]Worlds 20 Best Cycling

C' [ https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?drivefolde

Go to the My Maps editor window and hit “import.”
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It will ask you to select the column with the location info to
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Choose an icon
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Go back to the My Maps editor and under “all items” pick
“more icons.” Here you'll be able to choose from an existing
library or add your own.
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Card 4

Choose the style of your map.

To make sure the appearance of your map fits your story, you can choose from nine different
base map styles, including satellite and terrain maps.
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Card 5

Sharing your map with the world.

As you're building your maps they will always be private until you explicitly share them with
others. When you're ready to publish your map:
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® Addlayer 2+ %

7 Uniform style

|

\

~ World's 20 Best Cycling Cities
& Allitems (20)

Base map ,‘

" United
rlgdom’h,\
Isleof Man . i

%

| Manchester -
v oyRlin B o 3
and 2% . Liverpool el
} 7 F ):,/ Bumlgqham ]

: ,j ! Lonodoru{

Toulous
o

Click the Share link.

Add name and description

Map title
World's 20 Best Cities For Cyclists

Description
Cycling The World
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Sharing settings

Make your map public.

Link to share

¢ IRCZE ki4-meKqM4LE

Share link via: TV
= &
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Who has access ‘
Public on the web - Anyone on the Intemet |

® can find and view Change... |
Kelly Ross (you) . |

Kelyross076@gmai.com

Invite people:

Enter names or email addresses... # Canedit ~

Only the owner can change the permissions. [Change]

Link sharing

® ©® On - Public on the web

Anyone on the Internet can find and access. No sign-in required.

» On - Anyone with the link

Anyone who has the link can access. No sign-in required.
Off - Specific people

Shared with specific people.

Access: Anyone (no sign-in required)  Can view v
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Card 6

Putting your map on your website.

To embed your map on your website, select the “Embed on my site” option in the menu.
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your page:

To embed this map in your own website, copy the
following HTML and paste it in the source code for

<iframe src="https://www.google.

height="480"></iframe>

p:
mid=z8Pbw5CIRCZE.kl4-meKqM4LE" width="640"
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Congratulations!

You completed “Google My Maps: Show where stories happen.”

If you want to learn more tools that will help you research, report and distribute your
stories, go to the Training Center website for the next lesson in the Fundamentals
Course:
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Google Permissions

Home Welcome to Google Brand Permissions

If you're looking to understand if and how you can use the Google brand
The Google logo o ; 5 y

this site, if you still have questions, please fill out and submit a formal rec
Product graphics All of our brand fé are p by i k, copyrigh

our brand features on your website, in an ad, in an article or book, or rep
Google Maps & Earth receive permission from Google first. And please note that the user expe
Google in films/TV All other products

4 min estimated time

Permissions: Source Google
Data.

Learn proper usage and citations for Google
products.
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